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Black-capped Chickadee (5 1/4”)
One of the most common visitors to bird feeders. Common in all habitats other than open fields. They
love suet and small black sunflower seed. Chickadees take one sunflower seed at a time from the feeder
to a nearby twig, where they hold the seed against the twig with their feet while they hammer it open
with their beaks. Chickadees and Nuthatches frequently wander together in mixed flocks during the
winter. A common call sounds like the name - “Chick-a-dee-dee-dee”.

Chestnut-backed Chickadee (4 3/4”)
Looks and sounds very similar to Black-capped Chickadee, but with a rusty brown back. Prefers conifer
woods, where it is very common. Same habit of hammering open individual sunflower seeds as Blackcapped Chickadee. Chickadees may be easily distinguished from Nuthatches because only Chickadees
have a black bib under their beak.

White-breasted Nuthatch (5 3/4”)
A common feeder bird in or near deciduous woods. They love suet and small black sunflower seed.
Nuthatches take one sunflower seed at a time from the feeder and wedge them in cracks in bark where
they hammer them open. They also have the habit of walking along tree trunks and tree limbs, looking
for insects in the bark. They always walk down tree trunks, not up! Nuthatches have very recognizable
call notes that sound very nasal.

Red-breasted Nuthatch (4 1/2”)
A very common feeder bird in or near woods, especially conifer woods. Looks similar to White-breasted
Nuthatch, but smaller with rusty wash on breast and a black line through the eye. They tend to be very
noisy, with a higher pitched call than White-breasted Nuthatches. They bicker constantly with other
Nuthatches and Chickadees at bird feeders.

Bushtit (4 1/2” - but they look tiny because the tail is so long)
A tiny grey bird that always travels in tight flocks of anywhere from half a dozen to several dozen birds.
Found anywhere there are trees. Bushtits only visit suet feeders, which they will mob. They are so small
they sometimes get inside suet cages. Flocks of Bushtits don't visit feeders repeatedly during the day as
other feeder birds do, instead you tend to see them every couple of days.

Dark-eyed Junco (6 1/4”)
Very common during late fall, winter and early spring. Usually come in flocks, in fields, backyards, and
woodland edges. They prefer to feed on the ground, but will come to a raised feeder. They like many
kinds of seeds, especially small black sunflower. Males are easy to recognize with their black hoods.
Females have a grey hood. Both sexes have white outer tail feathers they flick open constantly.

Scrub Jay (11 /2”)
A large, bold bird that lives everywhere but deep woods. They will eat almost anything, but especially
love nuts like peanuts and acorns. Very common visitor to bird feeders. Commonly (and incorrectly)
called a “Blue Jay”. The Blue Jay is a different bird of the midwest and east coast. All jays are smart and
inquisitive, like their relatives the crows and ravens.
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Steller's Jay (11 1/2”)
Another big, bold jay, but this one prefers conifer woods. Very common if you have conifer woods
nearby. The colors on these jays can be very intense. The big bold crest is very striking, almost a super
deep blue more than black.

Yellow-rumped Warbler (5 ½”)
A common visitor to suet feeders in the winter. The amount of yellow that is visible varies from bird to
bird, with less visible on females. The only yellow that is always strongly present is a yellow patch on the
rump, but it's hard to see unless exposed by posture or when the bird is in flight.

Mourning Dove (12”)
Common dove of fields and suburbs. Feeds on the ground or open tray feeders. Likes many kinds of
seeds. Will sit motionless on tree limbs for long periods of time, alone or with other doves.

Rufous Hummingbird (3 3/4”)
A common summer hummingbird. Males are the only rusty red/brown hummingbird around here.
Females are more greenish, with speckled throats. All hummingbirds defend hummingbird feeders
aggressively from other hummingbirds, and are pretty fearless of people also. If one hummer hogs the
feeder in your yard, just put up another in a different corner of your yard.

Anna's Hummingbird (4”)
A common hummingbird year around, and the only one seen in the winter. The picture is of a male. The
color of the head varies from deep violet to red depending on the angle of the light. Females have a
greenish head. Anna's are very loyal to a feeder once they start visiting it.

Downy Woodpecker (6 3/4”)
Our most common woodpecker, found everywhere there are trees. They love suet. Males have a red spot
on the back of the head. Very similar to the larger Hairy Woodpecker. Downy and Hairy woodpeckers
vary a lot in size, and a large Downy can be the same size as a small Hairy. Birds that could be either
species based on overall size can be distinguished the length of the bill relative to the size of the head –
The Hairy's bill is much longer. This is actually pretty easy to distinguish once you've seen enough of the
birds.

Hairy Woodpecker (9 1/4”)
Larger and less common than Downy Woodpecker, but otherwise very similar. See notes about the
Downy. Particularly likes oak woods.
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American Goldfinch (5”)
Common at bird feeders year around, everywhere except deep woods. Bright males are easy to recognize
in the spring and summer. All other birds have dull greenish brown instead of yellow and lack the black
forehead. They feed in flocks all year around. They like small black sunflower seeds, but once they
discover nyjer seed they love it. All finches feed on the ground as well as at raised feeders.

Pine Siskin (5”)
A common but unpredictable visitor to area bird feeders, particularly in winter. Abundance varies from
year to year. Similar in shape, habits and diet to American Goldfinch, with which it frequently flocks, but
with strong brown streaking in all plumages. The amount of yellow visible on the wings and the base of
the tail varies, and is more visible in flight. All finches sit on feeders and eat seed after seed instead of
staying just long enough to pick up a seed and fly away.

House Finch (6”)
A regular visitor to bird feeders year around. Usually feeds in flocks. Females and young birds have no
red. The red on males is variable in hue and amount, with some birds looking more orange than red. Any
bird this size with brown streaked sides and a red or orange forehead is almost certainly a House Finch.

House Sparrow (6 1/4”)
Abundant anywhere there are people, except deep woods. Females are more nondescript. These are one of
the birds you'll see eating french fries in a McDonald's parking lot. An introduced species native to Europe
and Asia.

Song Sparrow (6 1/4”)
Common in thickets and hedgerows, and will visit feeders if there is sufficient cover to hide in nearby.
Prefers to feed on the ground. The name says it all – they have a very melodious song, which they love to
sing from a twig sticking up out of a thicket.

White-crowned Sparrow (7”)
Common in parks, backyards, and other open areas where there are at least a few bushes, shrubs or small
trees around. Feeds on the ground or at feeders.

Spotted Towhee (8 1/2”)
Towhees feed on the ground or an open tray feeder, always near dense cover to hide in. They are fairly
shy. Much bigger than most sparrows. You may see these called Rufous-sided Towhee in older bird books.
The name “Towhee” comes from one of the calls they make.

European Starling (8 1/2”)
Abundant and aggressive, Starlings come to feeders everywhere except in the woods. The plumage is quite
variable between genders, ages and the time of year, but always black or brown with a very short tail.
Another species introduced from Europe and Asia, Starlings are disliked by bird watchers and bird feeders
because they are so aggressive.

